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‘We will tell the next generation the praiseworthy 

deeds of the LORD his power and the wonders he 

has done’ (Psalm 78 Verse 4). 

 

This is the first of what we hope will be many update newsletters concerning our progress regarding 

the proposal to purchase the Rectory and convert it to a ‘Youth and Ministry Centre’. 

 

Progress so far... 

The following has been achieved over the last two months.  This is the result of the PCC decision to 

explore the possibility of this project at their meeting at the end of September 2009, and a 

subsequent PCC meeting at the beginning of December 2009 that agreed to continue this process. 

 The Rectory Development Group has been established.  This includes Rev Simon Howell, Dan Crouch 

and Sue Stevens, PCC Lay Chair John Bratchel, Jeremy Furber and Geoff Dunford. 

 The planning application for change of use remains outstanding (December 2009) but it is hoped there 

will be a decision early in 2010. 

 A leaflet has been produced that outlines the potential use of the ‘Youth and Ministry Centre’.  This 

was published in the December ‘Contact’ (the Parish Magazine) and distributed at the presentation to 

each church; copies are still available in each church. 

 The vision has been presented by Simon Howell and Dan Crouch to the congregations at St John’s, St 

Francis and Burnett, with plans for Queen Charlton and Chewton to be visited early in 2010 (as clergy 

rotas allow). 

 Detailed discussions have begun with Keynsham Talking Newspaper regarding the lease of a room in 

the proposed ‘Youth and Ministry Centre.’ 

 Other stakeholders in the town have been contacted and preliminary discussions held regarding 

partnership work, specifically in the ‘youth centre’ aspect of the project, including stakeholders from 

the statutory sector. 

 The project has been launched in the local business community through a breakfast presentation. 

 Various trusts and grant awarding bodies have been approached, and some positive responses have 

been received (see finances section of this newsletter). 

 The security requirements for both the period of the vacancy (interregnum) and of a potential ‘Youth 

and Ministry centre’ (the nature of such a change in use necessitating different security arrangements to 

that of a family home) have been reviewed, considered and the detailed costing obtained. (Cont’d over) 



Support us through prayer, sharing this vision with others or financially by pledging money - as a one off 

gift, or over a period of time.  For more information please speak to a Warden or contact the Parish Office.   

 

For more information, if you have further questions, or you would like to make a pledge or donation, please contact The Parish 

Office, 1 The Park, Keynsham, Bristol BS31 2LB, call us on 0117 9863354 or email office@keynshamparish.org.uk  

 The operating costs of a ‘Youth and Ministry 

Centre’ have been researched in detail.  

 The Diocesan Youth Advisor, Tony Cook, the 

Principal Youth Officer for B&NES Paula 

Bromley and Area Youth Worker for Keynsham, 

Mark Willcox have each been consulted and are 

supportive of the project. 

 Alternative housing appropriate for a Rectory is 

being researched and explored alongside/in 

support of/on behalf of the Diocese. 

 There is now a section on the website 

www.keynshamparish.org.uk where information about the project can be found. 

 A (far from exhaustive) list of frequently asked questions and proposed answers has been produced 

and is available on the website, on the noticeboard at the back of St John’s or from the Parish Office. 

 An information area has been created in the porch of  

St John’s Church, High Street, Keynsham and this  

newsletter has been designed and distributed. 

 A bank account is in the process of being opened. 

 

 

 

 

 

Finances 

 

A number of grants awarding bodies have been 

approached.  Some have responded favourably while 

the majority are yet to respond.  We have obtained 

grants of £1000, £1500 and £5000 so far. 

A number of anonymous donations from the Parish 

have been received amounting to approximately 

£25,000. 

 

A sum of £50,000 (including gift aid) is pledged by an 

individual committed to the project and permission has 

been given to allocate a proportion of this donation to 

any outstanding sum of the Parish share, if required. 

 

£25,000 is available for the project from the Parish 

Development Fund. 

 

The Business breakfast raised at least £600 with further 

pledges promised but as yet outstanding. 

 

A further £25,000 will be released from Keynsham 

Talking Newspaper should the project go ahead and 

they lease a room (in negotiation/dependent on 

successfully obtaining planning permission.) 

 

The current total therefore stands at approximately 

£129,000 at the beginning of December 2009. 

 

  

Key targets for the next month 

 Pray and seek the Lord’s leading in all we do. 

 Obtain change of use planning permission (dependant 
on B&NES) which releases further grant opportunities. 

 Continue to approach grant awarding bodies and follow 
up current applications. 

 Approach individuals for financial support and present 
the vision as widely in the community as possible, with 
the help of PCC/wider congregations. 

 Thank individuals/organisations for pledges and seek to 
release these funds in due course. 

 Continue to receive and answer questions from the 
community and the congregations concerning the 
project. 

Would you like to make a pledge? Forms are available at 

the back of each church or from the Parish Office. 

‘We will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the 

LORD his power and the wonders he has done’ (Psalm 78 Verse 

4). 

http://www.keynshamparish.org.uk/

